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No church can survive without the dedicated
cooperation of its members. The long, suc-
cessful history of Lebanon is due to the dedi-
cated, cooperative efforts of the many pastors,
deacons, church mothers, and general con-
gregation.

Some of the early deacons were: Brothers
Joe Hodges; Pink Roseby; Ben Friar; C. H.
Benson; R. B. Roseby; Richard Epps; Michael
C. Smith; George Friar; and Tom Randle.

In 1912, the first church was destroyed by
a violent storm. The force of the storm served
as the epitome for the rebuilding of the second
church, and its completion was the epoch of
the old church site.

Some of the pioneer members of the Moth-
ers Board were: Sisters Ophelia Anderson;
Mary Benson; Sara Smith; Mary Anderson;
Lucy Hunter; Hassie Montgomery; Harriet
Craighead; Mattie L. Benson; Martha Ross
Benson; and Sallie Epps.

Still moving forward, the Reverend A. W.
Jones accepted the call as pastor. He served
well until his accepting the call of another
church. Following Reverend Jones, the Rev-
erends: C. D. Brown; C. L. Clark; George Har-
per; Aaron Barron; and Melvin Lewis served
as pastor of Lebanon.

Deacons serving under these administra-
tions were: Brothers West Benson; Eddie
Donelson; Leslie Hodges; Edgar Waddell;
Pinkney Benson; Daniel Mickey; Daniel
Kimbrough; Ira Blake; Mack Friar; O. W.
Hodges; Mack McKennie; Samuel Friar;
Charles Quincy Spurlin; Jessie Harmon; L. B.
Hathorn; Alphonso Wright; Jacob J. McClain;
and Charlie Benson.

The Mothers Board consisted of: Sisters
Harriet Friar, Hallie Donelson, Elmira Horton,
Minnie Hodges, Lyda Friar, Mary V. Hodges,
Rebecca Kimbrough, Bessie Green, Roberta
Blake, Priscilla Benson, Lillie Waddell, Mamie
McKennie, Mary L. Friar, Mattie L. Hodges,
Paralee McClain, Frankie Hodges, Eula
Spurlin, Callie McKennie, Willie Mae Meeks,
Ollie Harmon, and Olivia Garnett.

The edifice of the old church underwent
many changes such as: lowering the ceilings;
modern light fixtures; paneling of the sanc-
tuary; bricking; and the construction of a kitch-
en and fellowship hall. Sanctuary pews, a
communion table, and new pulpit furniture
were purchased to enhance the décor of the
church. These ventures of improvement were
all completed under the leadership of the Rev-
erend Aaron Barron.

Reverend Barron served as pastor for 27
consecutive years. He was a faithful and dy-
namic minister of the Gospel. During his ad-
ministration, many souls realized the need for
peace in their lives—that peace that sur-
passed all understanding—and accepted
Christ as their personal Savior. Reverend
Aaron Barron exchanged mortality for immor-
tality and entered unto eternity in October
1983, while serving as pastor of Lebanon.

In January 1984, the Reverend Melvin B.
Lewis accepted the call and served as pastor
until 1987. Under the leadership of Reverend
Lewis, a pastor’s study was constructed, cen-
tral heat and air conditioning was installed,
and an organ was purchased for the sanc-
tuary.

In June 1987, the Reverend J. W. Redmond
accepted the call to serve as pastor of Leb-
anon. The church was blessed with many
members, an Inspirational Choir, and Evan-
gelist Quinzola McKennie.
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Brothers: Coy Henderson; Leslie McKennie;
Charlie Wright; Larry McKennie; and Paul Gil-
more were installed as deacons. Installed on
the Mothers Board were Sisters: Ola Mae Bai-
ley, Priscilla Anderson, Grace Kimbrough,
Rose Gibson, and as Deaconess were Sisters:
Minnie McKennie, Sharon Wright, and Annie
Gilmore.

Under the leadership of Reverend
Redmond, a new roof was installed on the
church, the choir stand was elevated and car-
peted, floral arrangements and doors were
added to the sanctuary. Following the leader-
ship of the pastor, the Lebanon Inspirational
Choir dedicated to the church some choir
robes, and added mirrors and double doors to
the sanctuary, remodeled and refurnished the
pastor's study. The Friar and Montgomery
families dedicated chandeliers to enhance the
entrance of the church.

Reverend Redmond exchanged mortality for
immortality and entered unto eternity in Janu-
ary 2000, while serving as pastor of Lebanon
Church.

After the death of Reverend Redmond, the
Reverend Walter Eskridge, Jr. accepted the
call to serve as pastor of the Lebanon Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in October 2000.

Under the leadership of Reverend Eskridge,
the church has been blessed with many new
members and rededications. A new church
building was erected on land given to the
church by Sis. Earsalean McClain’s family,
and the doors were opened for the first serv-
ice on July 4, 2004; new choir robes were pur-
chased for LSC, LIC, and LYC; a television
and VCR were purchased through the aid of
the Home Mission Society; Discipleship and
New Members classes were started; the Fel-
lowship Hall has been named the Earsalean
McClain Fellowship Hall in memory of Sis.
Earsalean McClain; the Educational Wing has
been named the Martha Ross Benson Edu-
cational Wing in memory of Sis. Martha Ross
Benson; each classroom has been named in
memory of: Class Number 1—Deacon Samuel
Friar; Class Number 2—Mother Elmira Horton;
Class Number 3—Mother Lillie Waddell; Nurs-
ery—Mothers Callie McKennie and Roberta
Blake; Choir Room—Sister Levirda Dixon and
Bro. Eric Friar; and the Business Office in
honor of Deacon Jessie Harmon, and the
church is growing through his ministry. A new
roof “The Red Top” was installed on the
church. On June 7, 2015 Bro. Andrew Lee
Brown was crowned as Deacon.

The Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church’s
current Deacons and Trustees Board mem-
bers are Brothers: Jessie Harmon; Coy Hen-
derson; Lawrence McKennie; Andrew Brown;
and Sisters: Lula Friar; Lillie Benson Green;
and Earline Wright Hart.

The present Mothers Board members are
Sisters: Ollie Harmon and Deaconess, Sister
Annie Gilmore.

Through these many years of service to
God and mankind, the Lebanon Missionary
Baptist Church has survived many trials and
tribulations, but are determined that forces of
evil will not hinder them nor separate them
from the love of God.

The torch carried by the pioneer members
of the Lebanon Missionary Baptist Church,
cast rays of light across their pathway. This
light gives the church hope of a brighter future
for the church. Those following will raise that
torch high and keep the light burning bright.
They will trim their lamps, put on the whole
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armor of God, and continue to hold up the
blood stained banner.

It is with this same spirit as soldiers going
forth to war, accented with Christian love, de-
votion and dedication to the cause of the King-
dom, which the history of the Lebanon Mis-
sionary Baptist Church continues.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the historic Lebanon Missionary
Baptist Church.

———

HONORING THE STENNIS CENTER
PROGRAM FOR CONGRESSIONAL
INTERNS

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, this sum-
mer marks the 14th year in which interns
working in Congressional offices have bene-
fitted from a program run by the John C. Sten-
nis Center for Public Service Leadership. This
six-week program is designed to enhance their
internship experience by giving them an inside
look at how Congress works and a deeper ap-
preciation for the role that Congress plays in
our democracy. Each week, the interns meet
with senior congressional staff and other ex-
perts to discuss issues such as the legislative
process, power of the purse, foreign policy,
the media, and more.

Interns are selected based on their college
record, community service experience, and in-
terest in a career in public service. This year,
30 outstanding interns participated in the pro-
gram. Most of them are juniors and seniors in
college who are working in Republican and
Democratic offices in both the House and
Senate, including one in my office, Shannon
McConnell.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the interns for
their involvement in this valuable program. |
also thank the Stennis Center and the Senior
Stennis Fellows for providing such a meaning-
ful experience for these interns and for en-
couraging them to consider a future career in
public service.

| submit a list of the 2016 Stennis Congres-
sional Interns and the offices in which they
work.

Amanda Bennett, attending Bowdoin Col-
lege, interning in the office of U.S. Senator
ANGUS KING;

Max Boyd, attending University of Cin-
cinnati, interning in the office of U.S. Rep-
resentative PATRICK MCHENRY;

Jack Bryan, attending Mississippi State Uni-
versity, interning in the office of U.S. Senator
THAD COCHRAN;

Allie Bull, attending Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, interning in the office of U.S. Senator
BERNIE SANDERS;

Anna Caliandro, attending Smith College, in-
terning in the office of U.S. Senator BERNIE
SANDERS;

Maggie Callahan, attending Mercer Univer-
sity, interning in the office of U.S. Representa-
tive KEITH ROTHFUS;

Daniel Russell Cheung, attending University
of California, Berkeley, interning in the office
of U.S. Representative MIKE HONDA;

Nick Descamps, attending Occidental Col-
lege, interning in the office of U.S. Senator
STEVE DAINES;
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Matt Dougherty, attending Suffolk University,
interning in the office of U.S. Representative
ROBERT BRADY;

Maggie Duff, attending Mississippi State
University, interning in the office of U.S. Rep-
resentative STEVEN PALAZZO;

Elina Fisher, attending The George Wash-
ington University, interning in the office of U.S.
Representative SETH MOULTON;

Emily George, attending University of Idaho,
interning in the office of U.S. Representative
DAN NEWHOUSE;

Easton Gragg, attending Wake Forest Uni-
versity, interning in the office of U.S. Rep-
resentative PATRICK MCHENRY;

Gary Haglund, attending Boston College, in-
terning on the House Committee on the Budg-
et;

Katelyn Harris, attending Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, interning on the House Committee on
Education and the Workforce;

Kate Henjum, attending University of Colo-
rado Boulder, interning in the office of U.S.
Senator MICHAEL BENNET;

Victoria Hill, attending American University
School of International Service, interning in the
office of U.S. Representative JOAQUIN CASTRO;

Conley Hurst, attending Washington and
Lee University, interning in the office of U.S.
Representative FRENCH HILL;

Jessica lIsler, attending Alma College, in-
terning in the office of U.S. Senator DEBBIE
STABENOW;

Jayden Raye Lapin-Tatman, attending Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, interning in the
office of U.S. Representative JANICE HAHN;

Diane Lee, attending Pomona College, in-
terning in the office of U.S. Representative
TED LIEU;

Shannon McConnell, attending University of
California, San Diego, interning in the office of
U.S. Representative ALAN LOWENTHAL;

Anna Perez, attending New York University
Shanghai, interning in the office of U.S. Sen-
ator THAD COCHRAN;

Tony Rogari, attending University of Notre
Dame, interning in the office of U.S. Rep-
resentative TED LIEU;

Christian Ryan, attending Marymount Uni-
versity, interning on the House Committee on
Appropriations;

Jared Sutton, attending Drew University, in-
terning in the office of U.S. Representative
MARIO DIAZ-BALART;

Marielle Thete, attending Wheaton College,
interning in the office of U.S. Senator ANGUS
KING;

Quin Wetzel, attending Michigan State Uni-
versity, interning on the Senate Committee on
the Budget;

Stephanie Xiao, attending University of Vir-
ginia, interning in the office of U.S. Represent-
ative GREGORIO SABLAN; and,

Katelyn Zimmerman, attending Georgetown
University, interning on the House Committee
on Education and the Workforce.
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HONORING MS. DONNIE NEELY
FOR HER 50 YEARS OF DEDI-
CATED SERVICE

HON. ERIC A. “RICK” CRAWFORD

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Donnie Neely for her 50 years of
service at Baxter Healthcare Corporation in
Mountain Home, Arkansas.

On June 7, 1966, Ms. Neely reported for her
first day of work at Baxter's Mountain Home,
Arkansas plant which had opened just two
years earlier. She planned to work only three
months to buy school clothes for her kids.
Now 50 years later she is still with the plant.
Ms. Neely operates a machine making injec-
tion molding parts used in numerous
healthcare settings, and the parts she makes
are shipped to manufacturing sites around the
world. She has always felt pride about the
work she does, particularly when seeing those
products in action while visiting relatives in the
hospital. Ms. Neely is known by her supervisor
as the model employee, someone who can be
depended on every day, and an employee
who works well with all her coworkers.

Ms. Neely’s commitments extend to her
family. Her daughter now works at the plant as
well. She got those school clothes, and much
more, thanks to her mom’s dedication to Bax-
ter Mountain Home.

| thank Ms. Neely for her fifty years of dedi-
cated and faithful service in Arkansas.

———

HONORING CARL JUNCTION
POSTMASTER SHARON CLARK

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Carl Junction, Missouri, Postmaster
Sharon Clark for her eight years of service as
Carl Junction Postmaster and to congratulate
her on retirement.

After holding the position for the past eight
years, Sharon retired from her position on
June 3rd of this year. Since her arrival in Feb-
ruary of 2008, Sharon has overseen the post
office in its upgrade to “First Class” post office
status. During her tenure she has also in-
creased the visibility, and engagement of the
post office in the Carl Junction community.

During her time serving as postmaster,
Sharon had made many meaningful contribu-
tions, including Carl Junction’s success in the
annual “Stamp out Breast Cancer” campaign.
This is a nationwide annual contest each Oc-
tober between post offices to sell the most
breast cancer awareness postage stamps to
aid in funding breast cancer research. Since
Sharon’s first year in 2008, the Carl Junction
post office has ranked in the top ten for selling
these stamps and has won this national com-
petition each of the last three years. This
achievement could not have been done with-
out her hard work and determination.

In addition to her role as postmaster, Shar-
on has been active in the Carl Junction com-
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munity. She serves in several capacities in-
cluding Carl Junction Bright Futures, Habitat
for Humanity, Hope 4 You Breast Cancer
Foundation, Carl Junction C.A.R.E.S., and the
Carl Junction Eastern Star. Sharon also
serves on the Carl Junction Area Chamber of
Commerce Board of Directors and plans to
use her retirement to be “more active” in the
community.

Mr. Speaker, Sharon Clark’s work as Carl
Junction Postmaster has set a great example
of public service for the people of Carl Junc-
tion. | am proud to recognize citizens like her
in Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District,
and | urge my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating her on her well-deserved retirement
and service.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BRANT LAKE CAMP

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2016

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize the 100th Anniversary of
the Brant Lake Camp in Warren County, New
York. Located in the beautiful Adirondack
Mountains, the Brant Lake Camp has served
as a summer retreat for boys looking to enjoy
their vacations while learning the core values
that accompany individual and team sports.

In 1916, three young teachers traveled to
Brant Lake from New York City searching for
a spot to establish a summer camp. Bob
Gerstenzang, Jack Malloy and Joseph “Unc”
Eberly decided to buy a plot of local farm land,
and had the camp up and running by the sum-
mer of 1917. For the next 100 years, Brant
Lake Camp has stayed in the hands of the
Gerstenzang family. The family’s legacy con-
tinues thanks to the current camp directors

Robert Gersten (Emeritus), Karen
Gerstenzang Metzler (Emeritus), Richard
Gersten (Executive Director), and Max

Gersten, all of whom are descendants of
founder Bob Gerstenzang. The camp has
grown from the original thirty-two campers dur-
ing that first summer to the 330 campers now
annually hosted. As the camp has grown, di-
rectors Dave Cramoy and Andy Berlin, both
long-time Brant Lakers, have joined the lead-
ership team.

Brant Lake Camp has four core sports pro-
grams along with secondary sport instruction
and waterfront activities. The camp fosters the
idea of “appropriate competitiveness” in order
to instill the benefits of competition while still
encouraging a friendly environment. The focus
of the camp is not necessarily sporting itself,
but the values that come with competing and
learning in a safe arena.

All of the activities offered are aimed at fos-
tering the feeling that Brant Lake Boys are a
family. For a century now, the tight knit com-
munity of Brant Lake Camp has been helping
campers to expand their horizons and chal-
lenge themselves to push beyond that which
they first thought possible.

Congratulations to the Brant Lake Camp on
the 100th anniversary of its founding. | want to
wish the camp, its campers, and its alumni
continued success heading into its next hun-
dred years.
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